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Yared Olivelli is an Ethiopian visual artist and lecturer in Graphic Art based in
Addis Ababa. His artistic practice explores the emotional and psychological
aspects of belonging. He creates paintings with fluid compositions that blend
abstraction and suggestion, allowing figures, landscapes, and memories to
come together to form intimate, shifting environments.

He is deeply interested in the capacity of images to convey profound feeling
without the need for explanation. His creative process is remarkably intuitive
and fluid; rather than following rigid rules, it simply flows. This allows elements
to naturally take shape, dissolve, and then reappear in his work.

Yared Olivelli

visual artist
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Way in [ Way out

"Home" is not a house; it is within.

Our body is a sanctuary; our soul is the light or darkness that
dwells within it. If we do not guard our interior with conscious
awareness, external forces can enter, reside within us, and even
displace us from ourselves.

This work is about the entrance and the exit:

Why a person opens up,

What they let in,

And what they cast out.

| view the human body as a sacred space a place with doors that
require a guardian, A home capable of hosting both light and
darkness.

"Way in [/ Way out " speaks to the forces that enter our inner
world:

The forces that save us and those that break us,

Those that illuminate us and those that dim our light,

About fear and faith,

About noise and silence,

About shadow and light.

This concept was born during a few days | spent in a monastery.
What | withessed there was an experience that entered my soul
far deeper than my eyes. The silence had a voice; the darkness
became a window through which | saw the unseen battles raging
within the human spirit.

Near my tent, there was a grown man. He screamed day and
night, A cry that devoured sleep, a sound that battered the very
walls of the body. It felt as though it wasn't him speaking, but
rather unseen spirits trapped within him.

paragraph text

Then, one evening, A father arrived with his two young children;
they pitched a tent next to ours and went to sleep. That night the
man did not scream. Even the darkness settled into a prayer like
stiliness. That night showed me that the presence of pure love
has the power to extinguish evil sounds.

The next morning, the father and his children returned to where
they came from.

Immediately, | heard the voices within that man arguing with
one another:

"Why were you silent yesterday?"

‘Why didn't you scream?”

"We don't want you, Get out!”

They were pushing one particular voice out from among them.
It was then | realized that the human interior is never empty.
Things enter, and things exit. Some bring light; others bring
darkness. Some heal; others destroy.

These paintings are a call to descend into ourselves;

They invite us to listen to the voices we hide,

To recognize the darkness we nurture,

And to observe our broken internal walls.

Every door is not just an entrance; it is also an exit.

Every shattered wall is not just damage it is a revelation through
which light enters.

Ultimately these works explore:

The war of the soul,

Internal collapse,

And the human journey of searching for light in the midst of
darkness.
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In these works, the artist examines the city from a distance,
feeling a barrier that prevents entry and creates a sense of
alienation from its developments. The art explores the new faces
of this sprawling city and captures the experiences of multiple
generations as they navigate its changes. With a millennial
perspective, the artist delves into what the current city offers and
the challenges it will face in the future. The essence of the work
lies in expressing the visible and invisible layers of the city,
reflecting on the cycle of urban birth and development, the
congestion and tension with nature, and the scarcity of spaces
for respite and reflection. The paintings demonstrate a
sophisticated interplay of color, line, and form. The intricate
layering technique underscores the complex relationship
between urban structures and organic shapes, merging
elements to suggest both order and disorder. This approach
establishes a recurring visual theme where the city appears
animated and dynamic. The deliberate use of vibrant hues and

o D A A overlapping patterns encourages viewers to examine the depth
Directorate-General for Contemporary Creativity of the Ministry of Culture . o o o o o
oty of each piece, revealing the multifaceted narratives inherent in
5t i Mintcry of ol hfSilr e dnd Iidfiationaf Coomrliaion urban life.
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	bout me
	Yared Olivelli is an Ethiopian visual artist and lecturer in Graphic Art based in Addis Ababa. His artistic practice explores the emotional and psychological aspects of belonging. He creates paintings with fluid compositions that blend abstraction and suggestion, allowing figures, landscapes, and memories to come together to form intimate, shifting environments. He is deeply interested in the capacity of images to convey profound feeling without the need for explanation. His creative process is remarkably intuitive and fluid; rather than following rigid rules, it simply flows. This allows elements to naturally take shape, dissolve, and then reappear in his work.
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